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BOOK    Polyph&mos.   In this picture, as in the storms of tlie desert, ^   /   ^ the sun becomes the one great eye of an enormous monster, who devours every living thing that crosses his path, as Polyphernos devoured the comrades   of  Odysseus.1     The blinding of this monster is the natural sequel when his mere brute force is pitted against the craft of his adversary.2   In his seeming insignificance and his despised estate, in his wayworn mien and his many sorrows, Odysseus takes the place of the Boots or Cinderella of Teutonic folk-lore; and as the giant is manifestly the enemy of the bright being whose splendours are for the time hidden beneath a veil, so it is the representative of the sun himself who pierces out his eye; and thus Odysseus, Boots, and Jack the Giant Killer alike overcome and escape from the enemy, although they may each be said to escape with the skin of their teeth. The Ky-        Polyphemos then is the Kyklops,  in his  aspect as  a shepherd feeding his vast flocks on the mountain sides; but . from the mighty vapours through which his great eye glares may dart at any moment the forked streams of lightning; and thus the Kyklopes are connected with the fire-convulsed heaven, and with Hephaistos the lord of the awful flames. These, with the Hekatoncheires, or hundred-handed monsters, are the true Gigantes, the earth-borii children of Ouranos, whom he thrusts down into the nether abyss, like the pent-up fires of a volcano.   But the Titans  still remained free. Whatever may be the names of these beings, they are clearly the mighty forces which carry on the stupendous changes
1 The sun, thus glaring through the    is equally true to the phenomena of storm cloud, may be regarded not    nature. Even if the notion of the merely as the eye but as the whole face    round face was suggested before the of some horrible monster, and the name    G-reek myth-makers reached the idea of Kyklops agrees etymologically with the    the one eye in the centre of the forehead, latter meamngbetter than with the other,    we can see at once how readily the The word no more means of necessity a    latter notion may be derived from the being with one eye in the middle of his    sight of the black storm-cloud, as it forehead, than Q-lauk^pis, as an epithet    suffers the sun to glare dimly through of Athene, implies that she had only a    its mysterious shadows, grey eye. This name really denotes the 2 The story and attributes of Poly-blinding splendour of her countenance;    phemos with a thousand others were and thus the Kyklops became a being    transferred to the devil, when the not with an eye in the middle of his    Christian missionaries had converted all head, but with a round face In this    the ancient gods into demons. See case, as it so happens, either description    ch. x. of this book, section 8.